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meet together for religious discussion. For weeks
London's spies had been listening to the talk of
those in the castle and town who might be suspected
of reformed ideas; and with the evidence so ac-
cumulated in his hand, Gardiner moved the King
In Council to Issue a warrant authorising a search
for unauthorised books and papers in the town and
castle of Windsor. Henry, whilst allowing the
imprisonment of the accused persons with the
addition of Sir Philip Hoby and Dr. Haines, both
resident In the castle, declined to allow his own
residence to be searched for heretical books. This
was a set back for Gardiner's plan; but it succeeded
to the extent of securing the conviction and exe-
cution at the stake of three of the accused. This
was merely a beginning; and already those at Court
were saying that the Bishop of Winchester cc aimed
at higher deer " than those that had already fallen
to his bow.1
Hardly had the ashes of the three martyrs
cooled, than a mass of fresh accusations was
formulated by London against several members of
the royal household. The reports of spies and
informers were sent to Gardiner by the hand of
Ockham, the clerk of the court that had condemned
the martyrs, but one of the persons accused, a
member of Katharine's household, received secret
notice of what was intended and waylaid Ockham.
Perusal of the documents he bore showed that
much of the information had been suborned by
Dr. London and his assistant Simons, and Katharine
was appealed to for her aid. She exerted her influ-
ence with her husband to have them both arrested
1 Strype's *'Memorials of Cranmer."